
I wanna new desk.
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[2014-10-18 Sat 14:34]

This describes a desk. Not an actual desk but the concept of a desk. An
evolution of a desk. A desk as a process. A place to sit that holds items at
�xed distances from me and themselves and the center of the Earth.

(A note about this page: click on headings to collapse, on images for
larger versions.)

1 The current desk

The starting point for the path to a new desk starts with the current desk.

It came from Ikea. It's solid wood desktop on a metal frame. The
wood has a nice hard �nish. The metal frame screws to the wood through a
rectangular frame under the desktop. On the right of the desk is a hollow-core
door resting on a couple of cabinets. Functional and cheap but somewhat

1

current-desk.jpg


uninspiring. The desk is in the corner of an upstairs room with a sloping
ceiling meeting those short purple walls.

Each set of monitor, keyboard and mouse is attached to a Linux com-
puter. A little Raspberry Pi sitting on top of the left speaker and the main
workstation ("haiku") just visible below the desk. Haiku is an i7-4770K,
16GB RAM, with a modest SSD and 3TB HDD and lots of room to grow.
GPU is an EVGA GTX 750 Ti in an ASRock Z97 Extreme6 mobo. It was
bought from parts (from newegg) and assembled at home.
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Haiku sits on a scrap of butcher block slab on casters and rolls nicely
under the desk. I'll keep this feature but want to address the cabling mess.
What is seen above is after my attempt at cleaning thing up.
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1.1 The connections

This graph shows the connections between all the goodies.
[width=.9]connections

2 Other desks.

Here are some ideas to take from.

2.1 Slide out surface

I don't like keyboard trays. They feel too low, like I have to thread my
arms into some maze to �nd the keys. I also like to rest my arms on the
same surface as the keyboard. However, I do like the idea of keeping a clear
working surface free of keyboard, mouse and other things. I also like keeping
cables out of site. Enter this guys idea:

I happen to have four telescoping, ball-bearing slides which I pulled out
of the garbage at work. I've held on to these for years thinking, "some day
these will be useful for something".

I would not be surprised if they were specially designed and hand ma-
chined for some experimental setup. Two of the four slide smoothly. The
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other two can probably be smoothed up with some cleaning of the built-up
aluminum oxide. Their movement is otherwise very tight and precise.

They are made of three sections and are a total of 14" long when com-
pressed and 27" when extended. All sections lock open with two spring
loaded hooks. To retract them one can unlock the outer hook and pushing
the slide in will hit the inner hook and unlock that. This lock will allow a
force to be applied without causing the sliders to retract. The inner most
slider also unhooks to allow it to be bolted on to something and slid back in.

Their 13" dynamic range would give about the same amount of extension
seen in the picture of this other guys desk. This may be a bit tighter than
I'd like but if it is allowed to extend the full depth of the desk it puts me
further away from the monitors than my bad eyes want.

these sliders are 3.5" wide which is somewhat undesirable given that the
under-desk platform will be about 1" or less thick. I'm thinking maybe they
can be mounted �at, as shown in the picture. They are less than 1/2" thick
so some spacers would be needed. This could give a cool "�oating" look to
the under-desk shelf.

2.2 Water cooled desk

This guy shows in this mega huge thread with tons of pics how he built a
nice computer desk/case. He's also got some YT videos. He has documented
lots of details. I very much like the idea of "desk as case".

This is a direction I might want to go in several years with "haiku" is
considered slow and needs upgrading. However, one failing I see with this
particular design is that it leads to a rather thick desk. It forces a signi�cant
distance between knees/lap and desktop. It's going to either be cramped
underneath or be too high or both. Still, it's a nice idea and I love the
cleanliness of it That pic has no cabling yet but others show some nice,
detailed cable routing.

3 Some desired features

High-level requirements:

�

clean

�

minimize
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Some possible parts for the desk
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